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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 





BRIEFS 


SUDANESE WORKERS IN QATAR--Last week, there was an exchange of documents 
ratifying an agreement to arrange for Sudanese workers to come to work in 
Qatar. The agreement requires that the Qatari Ministry of Labor and Social 
Affairs and the authorities concerned in Sudan to coordinate to bring the 
Sudanese workers to Qatar. The Qatari Ministry of Labor will solicit bids 
for services from employers in Qatar, provided that the Sudanese authorities 
comply with these bids within the limits of possibility. The agreement also 
requires that the two sides form a joint committee whose job will be to co- 
ordinate in order to implement the provisions of the agreement, to interpret 
them in the event they are disputed and to recommend that some provisions 

be reviewed, if the interests of both sides require that. This agreement 

was signed last September by the minister of labor and social affairs on 
behalf of Qatar, and be the former minister of public service and administra- 
tive reform. [Text] [London AL-FUSTUR in Arabic No 233, 10 May 82 p 38] 7005 
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PERSIAN GULF AFFAIRS 


FOOD SECURITY IN DANGER 
London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic No 233, 10 May 82 p 38 
[Article by 'Adil Jabir: "Gulf Food Security in Danger"] 


[Text] During the second half of last month, Kuwait University held a forum 
under the title "New Elements of Cooperation in the Arab Gulf States." 
Several issues were raised, and important research papers were submitted 
regarding the changes happening in the region and their present and future 
effects. One of those papers was presented by Dr Mahmud Sa’amah, concerning 
the concept of food security. It contained considerable statistics and can 
be summarized in a single phrase: "Gulf Food Security is in Danger." 


The Arab researcher pointed out the extent of international concern that the 
subject of food security has enjoyed in the world during the last few years. 
It reflects the extent of the gravity of the situation in many areas of the 
world. In the consideration of the Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO), 
the situation is deteriorating year afrer year, since food exports are declin- 
ing, while the demand for them intensifies. There are a number of countries 
that cannot satisfy their peoples' food requirements. The number of starving 
is close to 200 million in India, 40 percent of the population of Ethiopia 
and Chad, and other millions in Indonesia, Bangledesh, Afghanistan, Columbia 
and the Phillipines. 


In light of this world situation, many nations have placed self-sufficiency 

in food as an absolute and urgent priority, that is, to make food available 

at moderate prices to the broad popular sectors. Ultimately, the equation is 
increased production of agricultural, animal and marine products, as well as 
increased and improved means of transport, storage and refrigeration. In 
reviewing the situation of "food security" in the Gulf states, according to 
our researcher, we find that self-sufficiency is mostly unachieved. With 
regard to a basic commodity like wheat, Gulf states only cover their consumer 
needs by 15.9 percent in Saudi Arabia, and 7.4 percent in Oman, while there is 
zero production in Kuwait, the UAE, Bahrain and Watar. The situation is worse 
in the case of rice, since the percentage of self-sufficiency ranges from 0 

to 1 percent in those countries. The percentage is not appreciably better 
regarding other food production, with the exception of vegetables, of which 
the Gulf states have achieved 86 percent self-sufficiency. 





The expectations are that the import costs of food stuffs will reach $94.3 
million in 1985 and then will reach $17,686 million by 1990. In the year 
2000, the Gulf states will import 88 percent of their wheat requirements, 100 
percent of their rice, 78 percent of their meat needs, and 75 percent of their 
dairy products. This huge increase in the Gulf states' food imports will be 
due to the following reasons: 


*The increase in the populatio. of the Gulf Cooperation Council [GCC] states, 
where the population increased by an average of 3.5 percent a year during the 
seventies. 


*The increase in the national income of the Gulf states, and the rise in the 
level of individual expenditure, which has led to an increased demand for 
food products. The percentage of national income increase in the Gulf states 
during the seventies was about 8.7 percent. 


The rise of importing by the Gulf states was accompanied by a severe rise in 
the prices of agricultural crops and meat products, the likes of which the 
world had never seen before. Within 3 years, the amount that the area paid 
for its food imports doubled, and amounted to $18 billion in 1981. If this 
rate of inflation continues, the figure wili be $150 billion in 2000, and 
according to the present rate of consumer growth, imports whose current volume 
is 2.6 billion tons will amount to 11.5 billion tons by the end of the Twen- 
tieth Century, an increase of 403 percent. 


In comparison with this consumer expansion of imports, we find that the factors 
of production and the elements of self-sufficiency are present and available 
for exploitation. Arable land in the Gulf area amounts to a total of 3 mil- 
lion hectares. The technology of desalinization of water and diverting it to 
agriculture is possible. Vast pasturelands can be made suitable for increased 
production of sheep and cattle. Moreover, there are fishing resources off the 
coasts of the Arab Gulf and the Indian Ocean. It is possible to satisfy the 
increasing requirements for protein. However, these factors are not being 
used, due to » lack of comprehensive and interim planning to achieve food 
security. 


In view of the strategic dimension to the Arab food situation in the future, 
it would be worthwhile for the GCC authorities to put this issue among their 
priorities, and to give it increased study and research. 
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BAHRAIN 


BRIEFS 


JAPANESE BANKERS VISIT--A Japanese economic delegation, including 26 bankers 
from the Institute of Financial Affairs in Tokyo and the major Japanese bank- 
ing institutions, visited Bahrain. The delegation came to Bahrain to learn 
about the progress achieved by the foreign banking units' market in Bahrain. 
[Text] [Manama AL-MAWAQIF in Arabic No 424, 17 May 82 p 5] 7005 


ARAB-AFRICAN BANK LOAN--Mr B.A. Balkhiyula, vice president and director 
general of the Arab-African Bank of Bahrain (al-BAB), announced the signing 
of a multi-currency loan. Several authorities of the "SUNARB" organization 
will participate in its granting. The loan will be granted with an annual 
interest rate of 1.25 percent over bank interest rate in Bahrain. The con- 
tract is guaranteed by the Caisse Central Du Guarantee of Morocco. Partici- 
pating in granting the loan are the Arab-African Bank of Bahrain, the Saudi- 
British Bank and the Baruda Bank. [Text] [Manama AL-MAWAQIF in Arabic No 
424, 17 May 82 p 5] 7005 


HUGE PROPELLER TO DRYDOCK--A propeller, said to be the biggest in the world, 
is now being shipped aboard a vessel belonging to the United Arab Company 
from the port of Liverpool to Bahrain. This propeller, made from nickel, 
aluminum and bronze, weighs 70 tons and is 14 meters in diameter. It will be 
installed on a Norwegian transport in the Bahrain drydock. This propeller 
was manufactured by the English Manganese firm, famous for making propellers. 
It sends 60 percent of its production abroad. [Text] [Manama AL-MAWAQIF 

in Arabic No 424, 17 May 82 p 5] 7005 
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EGYPT 


STUDY ON SINAI DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY DISCUSSED 
Cairo AL-MUSAWWAR in Arabic, No 3002, 23 Apr 82 pp 42-43 


[Article by ‘Abd al-Tawwab ‘Abd al-Hayy: "Sinai Development: Goal and 
Strategy" ] 


[Text] Sinai has been and will continue to be. 


Invaders pass through it like easterly tornadoes trying to storm the valley 

but always leave behind the prints of their invading feet so that they may 
guide their eastward withdrawing remants, either by war or by peace. This is 
the rule without exception, beginning with the invasion of the Hexus and ending 
with the Israeli invasion. 


Sinai has been and will continue to be. But it has suffered from isolation 
and negligence throughout the ages. All have treated it like an appendix with 
no function and no importance and the Suez Canal became one day Egypt's sub- 
jective borders which nobody could cross without a passport-like permit, with 
customs offices set up on the canal's eastern bank in al-Qantarah and Port 
Tawfiq. 


Then recently, the Sinai entered the sphere of study and interest. The first 
encyclopedic work putting the unknown Sinai triangle in the sphere of the 
known was the encyclopedia of the Higher Council for Sciences. This week, 

a second work was published by the Development Research and Technological 
Planning Center. The work is an encyclopedia consisting of three volumes 
entitled: Structural Planning For The Sinai Peninsula. The work is the out- 
come of the efforts of 28 researchers led by the "number one researcher," Dr 
Muhammad Subhi ‘Abd al-Hakim. The 645-page work includes 15 chapters and 
studies everything in the unknown Sinai triangle: People, environment, water, 
soil, flora, social structure and development strategy until it reaches the 
structural plan for the development of Sinai--a plan which is the "practical 
outcome" of this encyclopedic efforts. 


How do we develop the Sinai? What is the goal and what is the strategy? 


The goal: To realize a complete civilizational process by raising the pro- 
duction capability to enhance the national wealth, raise the individual in- 
come and create an economic surplus for constant investment expansion. It 
is a complete process that includes an economic development which raises the 








ludividual income and create an economic surplus for constant investment ex- 
pansion. It is a complete process that includes an economic development which 
raises the individual income and exploits the capabilities and the resources, 

a social development which improves the quality of life--the human element is 
the means of development and its end--and a construction development which 
realizes integration between the economic development and social development on 
the one hand and between the Sinai province and the Suez Canal province on 

the other hand. 


The strategy: To develop the Sinai province production, to raise the indi- 
vidual income, to rely on the province's intrinsic economic capabilities and 
resources, to solve the population and housing problems, to increase the 
general income and insure its fair distribution and to secure the investments 
necessary for the development plans. 


But what is the ideal solution for developing the Sinai in a manner that re- 
sponds to the needs of the national plan for all of Egypt, that ends Sinai's 
isolation and facilitates its contact with the valley and that implants in 
the Sinai a population density that forms a productive and defensive force 
simultaneously? 


The main idea for the solution, as proposed by the study, is based on the maxi- 
mum exploitation of the available resources: Mining, petroleum, tourisn, 
fishing, agriculture, livestock and services. in addition to bolstering the 
regional and international communications and to transforming the Sinai into 

a population attraction center. 


But there are alternatives to this main idea. 


The first alternative is to develop Sinai gradually: Services, basic utilities, 
bedouin resettlement, land reclamation, and enhancing fish production and other 
steps, provided that all this is tied to the development plan for the Suez 

Canal province and provided that this province is also relied upon for the 
basic services and utilities. 


But this alternative is flawed by the fact that it ties the Sinai province 
to the Suez Canal province and that it denies the Sinai the absolute priority 
in development. 


The second alternative is to develop the Sinai within the framework of a 
policy that coordinates and cooperates with the countries adjacent to the 
province--Jordan, Saudi Arabia and Israel. Such an alternative meets the 
needs of the location but is tied to these countries’ political and economic 
inclinations, which are changeable and without guarantee. 


The third alternative is to consider the Sinai an independent region with a 
single and integrated identity and to develop it according.iy. This indepen- 
dent development avoids the problems of the other provinces and the subsequent 
intricate and obstructive (functional expenditures). This is why the study 
favors this third alternative. 





Within the framework of an independent development of the Sinai, the study 
formulates two parallel visualizations: 


First visualization is to make the development activities compatible with the 
available resources of the Sinai Peninsula: Mining and petroleum on the Gulf 

of Suez, tourist activity on the coast of the Gulf of ‘Aqabah and in the 
southern heights area and livestock breeding in the central area, on the nor- 
thern coast and near B'ir al-Jafjafah. As for agricultural activity, it is to 
be concentrated around Wadi al-‘Arish, Sahl (al-Tinah), east of the Bitter 
Lakes, on the Suez Gulf coast, which is also a fishing area, and on the northern 
coast. 


The population density (will center) around al-‘Arish, the capital of North 
Sinai which extends its services to the central part of the peninsula, and 
around the town of al-Tur in the south which covers with its services South 
and West Sinai. 


According to this visualization, it becomes necessary to develop the existing 
road and communication network, to build a railroad line from al-Qantarah in 
the north to al-Tur in the south and a similar line from the Suez to Taba on 
the Gulf of ‘Aqabah and to resotre the old railroad line between al-Qantarah 
and al-'Arish to revive the economies of the population centers located along 
this line. This is in addition to devoting attention to marine and air trans- 
portation and to building a network of regional and international airports. 


The second visualization is a modest solution that is based on a limited 
development strategy that abides by the currently available resources and 
depends on developing the already existing population centers and on supplying 
them with minimum services and infrastructures within the framework of a modest 
financial investment plan. Insofar as transportation is concerned, it is con- 
fined to developing the coastal highway, restoring the old Port Tawfiq-al- 
Qantarah-Rafah railroad and transforming the already existing airports into 
regional and international airports. 


But the study then proposes a solution to deal with the problem of population 
imbalance in central Sinai and with the lack of services in this area. The 
solution recommends resettlement of the bedouins in the area. It also assumes 
that the Sinai population will reach 1 million people who should be distributed 
in a manner that guarantees a fair distribution of the services over the Sinai 
Peninsula map: A major city that serves a number of subsidiary towns, with 

the towns serving in turn a number of villages whose economic activities vary 
according to the natural resources in the area, provided that the village is 
considered the "first nucleus’ in forming the population centers. 


According to the proposed solution, al-'Arish will represent the top level 
insofar as city size is concerned and will be the capital of Sinai, serving 
the entire province. Al-Tur will be a lesser city and will serve the southern 
and western area. Next in line will be the towns of Rafah, al-Qantarah and 
Sharm al-Shaykh. 








The population gatherings--the most important of which are al-Shaykh Zuqayd, 
Abu 'Ujaylah, B'ir al-'Abd, Nakhl, Sadr, Abu Zunaymah and Taba, in addition to 
some other gatherings with smaller populations which are considered a poten- 
tial development location--take third place. 


The study estimates the manpower percentage at 30 percent of the population 
and distributes this manpower over the economic activities as follows: 38 
percent in agriculture, livestock breeding and fishing, 18 percent in industry 
and mining, 7 percent in tourism and 30 percent in services. 


The study defines the land traffic routes in the peninsula. The road network 
includes main highways which link the Sinai with the neighboring countries, 
such as al-Qantarah-Rafah highway in the north, the Deversoir-Abu 'Ujaylah 
highway in the center and the old pilgrimage highway which links Port Tawfigq 
with Taba, passing through Nakhl, Tamad and Ra's al-Naqab. There is also the 
highway parallel to the Suez Canal and the Suez Gulf from al-Qantarah to al- 
Tur, Ra's Muhammad and Sharm al-Shaykh anu then to the Gulf of 'Aqabah and 
Taba. ‘This network of main roads is complemented by a network of subsidiary 
roads that link together the vital parts of Sinai, such as the Taba-Rafah 
road which links North Sinai with South Sinai, al-'Arish-Nakhl road which links 
Central Sinai with the northern area and B'ir al-'Abd-Sadr road which passes 
through B'ir al-Jafjafah and B'ir al-Tamadah to link North Sinai with the 
central and western areas. 


Regarding the railroad, the study proposes the construction of three axes: 
Al-Qantarah-Rafah axis, with an extension to al-Magharah area which is rich in 
coal, a second line from Port Tawfiq to al-Tur to serve the mining areas and 
the population concentrations in South Sinai and a third line from Port Tawfigq 
to Taba across the old pilgrimage route to link Egypt with Saudi Arabia and to 
serve the pilgrimage and trade traffic. 


The scudy also proposes exploiting al-Tur Port on the Suez Gulf in transport- 
ing raw materials and tourists, developing al-'Arish Port and building a port 
in Taba to link Sinai with the Asian Arab countries. 


To serve tourism and internal transportation between the various parts of 
Sinai, the study proposes strengthening the internal airlines and fully equip- 
ping the ports existing in Ra's al-Naqab, Sharm al-Shaykh, Saint Catherine, 
al-Tur, Baluzah and al-'‘Arish. 


How is Sinai to be developed and at what rate? 


The study proposes that the development proceed in gradual stages. 


In the first stage, the already existing services are to be developed and the 
infra-structure projects, the railroad, the roads, the ports and the airports 
are to be improved. The stress is also to be laid on the regional projects: 
Land reclamation, development of the fish production, agro-industry and en- 
vironmental industries. Also during the first stage, special attention is to 
be given to international projects: Developing the tourist projects, imple- 
menting new tourist projects, providing modern means of communication and 





transportation and opening the doors of Sinai to investment projects with 
quick yields in order to attract capital to the area and to mining projects 
and projects to exploit the raw materials. In the second phase, the emphasis 
is to be laid on the services and the major investment projects, such as conm- 
pleting the agricultural expansion plan, developing the fishing, canning and 
dehydration projects, strengthening the axes of Sinai's contact with the valley 
through a number of tunnels under the Suez Canal, linking East Sinai with 
West Sinai by restoring the old pilgrimage route between Taba and Port Tawfigq, 
building a railroad line parallel to this route, providing social, educational 
and health services at a higher standard than in the previous stage in order 
to enhance the process of population attraction to the province and then 
channelling a large part of the investments toward building and construction. 


In the third stage, the fruits of the previous investments will be reaped, 
thus making it possible to offer more services and providing a balance for 
the development costs. 


The study concludes with some recommendations, including: 


The need to draw up a national development plan for Egypt, with the Sinai 
development plan constituting a part within its framework. 


There is contradiction and conflict between the studies available so far on 
the Sinai and these studies must be reviewed and purified. There is also 
mutiplicity of jurisdiction among the various departments and agencies operat- 
ing in Sinai. All this needs to be unified in the form of a single organiza- 
tion that manages the Sinai planning and data gathering and classification 
activity. 


Speeding up the economic feasibility studies on the project to supply Nile 
water to the Sinai and also the feasibility studies on the construction of 
railroad lines. 


This is a quick review of the study prepared by Dr Subhi ‘Abd al-Hakim and a 
number of researchers. There are observations that discuss and modify some 
of the ideas in this study. These observations will be the subject of an in- 
terview with the encyclopedia author in a special symposium which AL-MUSAWWAR 
will publish in its next edition. 


8494 
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EGYPT 


MINISTER OF JUSTICE PROMISES NEW DEAL AFTER SINAI EVACUATION 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 19 May 82 p 3 


[Interview with Minister of Justice Ahmad Samir Sami by Rajab al-Banna: "We Are 
on the Verge of a Real Legislative Revolution"; date and place not specified] 


/Text/ Is what the minister of justice, Counsellor Ahmad Samir Sami, started in 
the ministerial legislative committee a few days ago a real "legislative revolution" 
this time? 


The minister of justice began his first step in the review of all the laws, decrees 
and bills that regulate our lives and are connected to our daily interactions in 
trade, agriculture, taxes, education, supply, imports, exports, labor, emigration 
and so forth. 


He started with a higher committee which he heads up himself, and for the first 
time the minister of justice has committed himself to presenting the Council of 
Ministers with a monthly report on the achievements he has made in this task. 


Along with the higher committee there is a group of committees, each headed by a 
counsellor, to review all the legislation that governs work in every sector. 


Is there anything in this to offer hope that the "impossible task" will become 
possible? 


Has the time come for the citizen to find a road through the dark forest of compli- 
cated, and sometimes contradictory, laws that govern his life, in which even speci- 
alists lose their way? 


Has the time come for our complaints about the multiplicity of investigative and 
accounting bodies and tribunals, which are unparalleled in any country of the 
world, to come to an end? 


What exactly will the minister of justice do to alleviate the torment of millions 
of citizens who are lost in the halls of the courts, victims of a terrible octopus 
named the administrative court system? 


At the outset I told the minister of justice, Counsellor Ahmad Samir Sami, "Every 
citizen in Egypt, every judge, and every lawyer is demanding a review of the 
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copious legislation that has piled up to the point where it has become as large as 

al-Muqattam Hill and it has in practice become impossible for any specialist to say 
that he can find his way through it. However, the question is, How should the job 

begin? Where is the starting point?" 


With his well known tranquility, the minister said "My thinking can be summarized 
in specific objectives, the first of which is that we should comprehensively review 
the legislation of every sector in the government so that we can rid it of the 
flaws that have manifested themselves through application and eliminate all the 
contradictions or obscure points in it. For example, there are fines in the spec- 
ial criminal laws which no longer provide deterrence, and there are obscure form- 
lations which raise problems in practice and cause the citizens inconvenience. 


"The provisions of a law are supposed to be clear, succinct and flexible. It is 
very important that the provisions not be rigid, since society evolves, and that 
the provisions not be obscure, if we are asking people to commit themselves to them" 


I said, "Forgive me for asking what guarantee there is that this work will actually 
progress along the road to execution and that it will not be like the times in the 
past when the start of a legislative revolution was announced only to vanish into 
oblivion?" 


Three Guarantees of Seriousness 


Tne minister of justice, Counsellor Ahmad Samir Sami, his tranquility not forsak- 
ing him, replied, "You have a point, the question is appropriate, and I have asked 
it of myself as well. I concluded that it will be necessary to have three guaran- 
tees. The first is that the members of the committee must be totally free to work 
full time at their jobs so that they will have no other work at hand to distract 
them. The second is to set the period in which all phases of the job must be con- 
pleted. The third is added compensation for people who perform this job after 
each stage ends. Aren't these enough guarantees of seriousness?" 


/I said/ "They are indeed enough, but there is a greater one: Where is legisla- 
tive policy? Everyone is now saying that it is necessary to set forth a legisla- 
tive 'policy,' in place of the system of issuing piecemeal legislation which does 
not have a ‘clear’ philosophy governing it. When will Egypt start to have a legis- 
lative policy?" 


Counsellor Ahmad Samir Sami said, "Legislative policy is entirely necessary, and 

I have two basic views on that. The first is that there should be a 'philosophy' 
from which the legislation arises, and the second is the 'method' for issuing leg- 
islation in a manner where each body will not be solely devoted to issuing its own 
legislation in the absence of the other bodies. Here is where the conflict, con- 
tradiction and overlapping we are complaining about enter in." 


/I asked/ "How will the work proceed?" 


He said, "The branch committees combine, coordinate and review the legislation in 
each sector and recommend amendments, deletions and additions for coordination and 
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elucidation. The higher committee collects the recommendations and observations 

in its possession in order to perform the coordination then present the amendments 
to the Council of Ministers, which sets out the country's legislative policy. Here 
we can say that there now is a legislative policy in Egypt and that no body is 
solely devoted to issuing its legislation. 1t has got to the point where people 
working in the law now are suffering from it--the situation has now reached the 
point where when a lawyer backs himself up with a provision in law, the judge tells 
him, ‘show me the law," because there are numerous laws and people are incapable of 
learning them and their successive amendments." 


The minister went on, "The purification, coordination and unification process will 
facilitate the judge's work, we will achieve speed in reaching judgment on cases, 
and justice will really reach the citizen without disregard for existing legal rul- 
ings, which might result in the filing of new suits that pass through more than one 
stage as a result of error in the application of the law." 


/I asked/ "People have been clamoring about the proliferation of complaints over 
laws that come one after the other without study. The Housing Law is an example 
of this--amendments and amendments, but there are nonetheless problems in applica- 
tion, obscure provisions, and full courts. Will you deal with the Housing Law?" 


Counsellor Ahmad Samir Sami replied enthusiastically, "Of course, the committees 
will discuss a number of laws regulating housing, Is the legislation in keeping 
with the developments of society or not? Society is developing and it is necessary 
that legislation keep abreast of it, but that does not mean that a new law should 
be issued every day. Rather, it means that the law should take the future into ac- 
count and that it should have the flexibility to cope with variables, because we 
are very concerned with stability in legislation. At the same time, I believe that 
we have reached a stage where we will need a judiciary reform in which we can deal 
with legislation, judges and the courts." 


The Framework of Islamic Jurisprudence 
I asked, "Where does the subject of Islamic legislation stand in all this?" 


The minister of justice replied, "The subject is now in its proper context. In 
1880 we had the mixed courts. After that, committees were formed to set out a bill 
for national courts, and this was issued in 1881. When they set out the Egyptian 
Civil Law, they translated the Mixed Civil Law, which therefore was a law alien to 
the nature of Egyptian society, because every law must originate from within the 
society where it is applied. In this era, legal concepts in Europe are of two 
kinds: Germanic law and Latin law. We have Islamic law, which is taught in the 
major universities in Europe, in France specifically, and in which there are speci- 
alized professors. Our work now is not one of translating laws that have been a 
success in other countries as it was in the past. We have reached the stage of 
maturity and our legislation must be derived from the real conditions of our lives, 
but, of course we should not shut our minds to what is going on in the form of leg- 
islative developments in the world." 
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lL interrupted to ask, "Does that mean that we will be preparing new laws for every- 
thing and abrogating all the existing laws?" 


The minister's smile broadened and he said, "We are faced with the choice of pre- 
paring completely new legislation, as happened in 1949 with the preparation of the 
Law on the Filing of Cases which was amended in 1968 with a totally new law. How- 
ever, there are pitfalls in this approach, because commentators address themselves 
after a period to interpretations of the provisions of laws, the courts address 
themselves to them through application, and people working in the law make refer- 
ences on them to books by jurists and verdicts by courts. If we prepare a wholly 
new law that means that we will be wasting the jurists' efforts and the courts' 
efforts and will be starting from a vacuum once again." 


/I asked/ Does that mean that we should not expect a completely new law?" 


Counsellor Ahmad Samir Sami replied quickly, "No, look, you have the Maritime Law, 
for instance, which is now 100 years old. A whole century has gone by. Naturally 
it is no longer appropriate for this age. Not even the expressions used in it 
correspond to the language of our age. The Maritime Law is a law founded on an 
international basis in which there are international agreements which we made; the 
transactions in that law are not domestic, they are transactions with foreign 
parties," 


The Housing Law Is Pathetic 


/I said/ "Let us go back to the laws that need to be amended quickly, such as the 
Housing Law." 


Counting on his fingers, the minister of justice stated "We have laws on agricul- 
ture, health laws, traffic laws, sanitation, road use, laws on trade and supply-- 
very many laws, more than you would imagine. We must review them all. I know that 
you would like to say that the task seems very big, but I can tell you, I know how 
big it is, but it is necessary, and it is needed if we are to achieve clarity and 
stability in our lives and our dealings. I believe that we will meet with coopera- 
tion from every body and every official, because everyone realizes the importance 
of this great job." 


/I said/ "Therefore let the Ministry of Justice itself begin to review the legisla 
tion that enters into its area of specialization." 


We Started by Ourselves 


Counsellor Ahmad Samir Sami smiled broadly and said "You know that the Ministry of 
Justice started by itself and amended the Law on Filing of Cases, the Criminal 
Procedures Law, and most recently the subject of ownership. The articles in the 
law did not help the deputy prosecutor protect people who were in the right in 
disputes over apartments, which are numerous. The decrees of the office of the 
prosecutor are considered administrative, from the deputy prosecutor on up to the 
chief prosecutor, the public attorney, the first public attorney and the public 
prosecutor. They are all considered administrative decrees which the summary 
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court judge can abrogate, and the Council of State can suspend them or abrogate 
then, so the role of the office of the prosecutor in resolving disputes is dis- 
rupted and the person who is in the right does not get fair treatment. We amended 
the law so that the office of the prosecutor's area of specialization with respect 
to ownership would be a judiciary one and every act of trespess against a person's 
property would constitute a crime. The deputy public prosecutor is now issuing 

his decrees, these decrees are presented within 3 days to the summary court judge, 
and the case is reviewed within 60 days. The goal is to protect the citizen from 
being trespassed against by numerous deceitful means for taking away other people's 
apartments that have now become widespread." 


/I asked / "What is the next step on your part?" 


He stated, "We are faced with the task of reviewing special criminal legislation 

so that we can coordinate it with the original Penal Code and specific penal codes, 
such as the Laws on Traffic, Weights and Measures, and numerous other laws that 
contain penalties for people who violate the provisions in them. 


"The purpose of this review is to eliminate the penalty of imprisonment and sub- 
stitute fines for that when possible, because I consider that depriving people of 
their freedom for minor crimes is not consonant with human dignity." 


I said, "Finally, will your amendment deal with the contradictions and the over- 
lapping that has become apparent among investigating bodies?" 


He said with a broadening smile, "Every law will be reviewed and looked over. 
Isn't our objective the public interest?" 


11887 
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EGYPT 


FLIGHTS EXPANDED TO ACCOMMODATE SUMMER RETURNEES 
Cairo AL-AKHBAR in Arabic 20 May 82 p 7 


/Article by Muhammad ‘Abd-al-Raziq: 625 Additional Flights Starting Tomorrow; 
3,000 Teachers Will Return to Cairo Every Day"/ 


/Text/ Egypt Air will be starting to operate an additional eight flights a day to 
transport people returning from the Gulf states, Kuwait and Yemen tomorrow. 


The additional flights the various airlines have provided for are about 625; they 
will transport 3,000 teachers a day and go on until the end of next July. 


Kamal Husayn, manager of special flights with Egypt Air, states that 215 extra 
round trip flights, in addition to regula: flights, have been provided to transport 
32,000 teachers from Kuwait, San'a, Salalah, Muscat, Oman, Dubay, al-Shariqah and 
Abu Dhabi. 


Ahmad ‘Ayid, Cairo manager of reservations and sales with Saudia Airlines, says 
that 324 additional flights have been provided to transport teachers and their 
families directly from all areas of the kingdom in Jiddah, Dhahran, Tabuk, and 
Riyadh to Cairo. The flights will start next 12 June and will go on until 1 July, 
carrying 70,000 teachers, at a rate of eight flights a day. He added that it had 
been decided that no returning persons' luggage would be left behind, since 28 
cargo planes will be operating to carry the cargo of people coming back as of 

1 June, that is, before they get to Cairo. 


Speed in Completing Passports 


Nasir al-Mudi, manager of Kuwaiti Airlines at Cairo airport, says that 86 additional 
flights have been provided to transport 30,000 teachers from Kuwait at a rate of 
3 flights a day, in addition to normal flights. 


In another area, Brig Gen ‘Abd-al-Ra'uf Hasan, director of passports at Cairo air- 
port, says that it has been decided to speed up the edoption of passport measures 
concerning arrival of returnees in order to avoid inconvenience in the arrival 
areas. There will be no problems as regards Arebd tourists and they will be 
allowed to enter as soon as the sum of $150 jis transmitted from the banks and the 
passports are stamped by the competent passport officer. 
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At the airport customs, Husayn Amin, director general of the Customs Department, 
issued instructions to Sayyid Durrah, airport customs director, to have customs 
procedures for returnees applied to rugs and electric appliances only and to permit 
a@ reasonable amount of presents, in order to alleviate burdens on returnees and 
show concern for the circumstances of their residence abroad. It has been decided 


that he will make constant trips to airport customs to observe the conditions of 
returnees and carry these instructions out, 


Ahmad Rashad, customs director for personal baggage, added that it has been decided 
to expedite all customs procedures promptly in order to accelerate the clearance of 
returnees’ transported baggage, since the measures have been simplified, and passen- 
gers will have the right to protest the estimated customs duties that are levied on 
the baggage transported, Customs forms have been distributed to airlines to elim- 
inate all inconveniences for returnees when the procedures are completed. 


11887 
CSO: 4504/313 
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EGYPT 


TRANSPORT MINISTER DISCUSSES CAPITAL INVESTMENT PLANS 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 19 May 82 p 7 


/Article: "Sulayman Mitwalli Declares That 315 Million Pounds Will Be Invested in 
Transportation in Next Year's Plan''/ 


/Text/ Eng Sulayman Mitwalli, the minister of transportation, communications and 
Maritime Transport, declared that it has been decided to allocate 157 million pounds 
out of next fiscal year's total investments to the Railway Authority to finance its 
projects and upgrade service and operating capacity levels. He said that the in- 
vestments for the Public Transport Authority in Cairo and the Greater Cairo Bus 
Company will total 42.81 million pounds, of which 20.81 million will be in local 
currency; this will have the aim of developing the public transportation utility 

in Cairo and providing the necessary buses and vehicles. He said that total trans- 
portation sector investments for the fiscal year 1982-83 in the economic develop- 
ment plan will come to 315 million pounds. 


The minister added that it has also been decided to allocate 19,916,000 pounds to 
purchase new buses to transport increasing numbers of passengers in the regions, 
provide spare parts and devote attention to maintenance activities to raise the op- 
erating capacity of passenger transport services in the regional governorates. 


The minister stated that 33 million pounds had been allocated to road and bridge 
projects to strengthen and maintain roads and bridges, build and pave new roads 
and complete the construction of roads and bridges on which construction has 
started, 


The investments will also include 5.3 million pounds for river transport projects, 

bringing about an expansion in use of the Nile River to transport cargo and passen- 
gers and back up means of river transportation with new units with the objective of 
raising operating capacity in the river transport utility, which is considered one 

of the easiest and cheapest of means of transportation. 


As regards land freight transportation, the minister said that investments of 
18,844,000 pounds had been allocated to bolster the cargo transport utility, pur- 
chase new trucks and loading cranes and consolidate machinery, equipment and spare 
part shops. 
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He added that the development plan investments include also 8.4 million pounds for 
road paving and construction companies, roads, bridges and desert roads, as well 

as investments of 7.85 million pounds for water and river transportation companies. 
He pointed out that investments of 20,995,000 pounds have been allocated to the 
Transportation Planning Projects Authority; this will result in an increase in the 
authority's ability to prepare comprehensive studies on transportation system 
planning and development projects in Egypt on sound scientific bases in the follow- 
ing years. 


11887 
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EGYPT 


NEW PLANS FOR EMPLOYMENT OF RECENT GRADUATES EXPLORED 
Cairo AL-AKHBAR in Arabic 11 May 82 P 1 


/Article by Kamil Mursi: "Appointment of 114,000 University Graduates and People 
Holding Intermediate Diplomas As of Next 30 June"'/ 


/Text/ At its meeting yesterday under the chairmanship of Muhammad Nabawi Isma‘il, 
the deputy prime minister, the ministerial committee for services, agreed to the 
appointment of 82,892 higher university graduates who graduated in 1979 and January_ 
1980, as of next 30 June. The number of people who have succeeded /in getting jobs/ 
in these classes was 56,455, which means that 27,563 graduates have found job oppor- 
tunities, 


The various sectors’ requirements for graduates totalled 63,242, which means that 
there is a deficit in requirements estimated at about 34,250 graduates. In spite 
of this deficit, it appears that there is a surplus in some areas of specialization 
which will be remedied by appointments to the governorates nearest the graduates® 
places of residence, if the governorates need these fields of specialization. 


The committee agreed to the appointment of 85,140 people who graduated in the class 
of 1978 in technical and professional institutes and secondary schools as of next 
30 June. 


The number of people who succeeded in finding jobs in this class totals 128,752, 
meaning that 43,600 have found job opportunities. The various governorates’ re- 
quirements for graduates with intermediate diplomas came to 82,126. The graduates 
will be assigned to their own governorates or those in which they want to work. 


The committee has decided to set out a plan to train all graduates holding higher 
and intermediary credentials and to conduct transitional training to meet deficits 
in some areas of specialization. 


The committee agreed to the appointment of people holding diplomas from the insur- 
ance branch of commercial technicians’ preparatory schools from the May and October 
1981 graduating classes to work in the Ministry of Insurance. 


It agreed to the formation of a committee under the chairmanship of Muhammad Nabawi 
Isma'il, including as - members the ministers of redevelopment and agriculture and 
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the governors concerned to study the issue of disposing of reclaimed and unirri- 
gated land, and it agreed to the draft of a law with some provisions of the Law on 
the Merchants’ Union to raise the pensions of widows and minor children of members, 
and their parents if they are not employed, to three quarters of the stipulated 
salary from half. 


The committee discussed the armed forces’ plan to provide technical labor for de- 
velopment projects and decided to hand the draft over to the higher committee for 
economic policies and affairs. 


11887 
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EGYPT 


MAJOR INCREASE IN TAX RECEIPTS DISCUSSED 
Cairo AL-AKHBAR in Arabic 11 May 82 pp l, 12 


/Article by Fu'ad Fawwaz: "1.6 Billion Pounds in Tax Receipts up to the End of 
April''/ 


/Text/ By the end of April, tax receipts came to about 1.63 billion pounds. At 
the same time, investigations have revealed an increase in declarations submitted 
in addition to a receptivity on taxpayers’ part to pay taxes, which is a good phe- 
nomenon. An official source in the Tax Department made this statement. 


He said that the department is now tabulating and classifying files, determining 
residential addresses for every file, and counting the workforce in the department 
preparatory to providing financing for offices based on geographical breakdowns at 
the start of next July. 


The department is also effecting transfers for people who have spent more than 5 
years in a single office. The department is also readying the new building on al- 
Bustan Street to transfer the Cairo tax department and some of its office there. 


Next week promotions will be made to the grade of general director involving about 
33 workers in the department. In addition, encouragement bonuses will be paid out 
to about 1,300 workers in the department; the value of the bonuses will be about 
14,000 pounds, After the social and social and health care fund in the department, 
there is a Life insurance plan for workers by virtue of which 4,000 to 9,000 pounds 
will be paid out to people transferred to retirement, within the limits of 66 months 
at final salary. 


11887 
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EGYPT 


BRIEFS 


NEW ISLAMIC HEADQUARTERS--UKTUBAR has learned that the new headquarters of the 
League of Islamic Peoples will occupy part of the central committee building on the 
Nile or part of the Higher Islamic Affairs Council building. In the next few days 
it will be moved so that the building of the League of Arab States can be kept for 
the latter to return to at_any_time, while the League of Islamic Peoples will _con- 


tinue with its mission. /Text/ /Cairo UKTUBAR in Arabic No 289, 9 May 82 p 5/ 
11887 
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FOREIGN TRADE NATIONALIZATION LAW PUBLISHED 
Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 9-14 Jun 82 p 4 


[9 Jun 82 p 4) 


[Text ] Article 24 


e — Other duties entrusted inthis law and relevant statutes 
The high council of companies will consist of seven members 


_ Deputy minister of commerce as chairman of the council at 
the of the minister and on approval of the general 
of the company. 
— Four salaried members, at the suggestion of the minister of 
commerce and approval of the general assembly of companies. 


The executive regulaton of this council will be incorporated in 
the executive regulations of this law. 

Note — The high council of companies is duty bound to invite 
to its sessions at least two chairmen of the board of directors of 
yohen as advisors. 


company is dutybound to order the purchase of all 
econ, a goods required in the country from each 
item of the goods subject of its activities, to the centers 
concerned, in accordance with the programs containing the 
kind, the quantity and the time of import of goods which have 
been approved by the high council of the companies. 
Note oe tee ee of credits required for the 
purchase of the ordered goods shall be carr out by the 
— has placed an order. 
Article 
id yn jor tli utyboun li all the goods at the 
disposal or belonging to fie, eragh se Weems co ioe 
centers and at ee the co aa ae 
authority, to Se oe oe cooperative and 
| private sectors with that order of pri 
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{10 Jun 82 p 4] 


[Text ] 


12 Jun 82 p 4) 


[Text ] 





Articie 28 
As long as the centers have not taken over the importation 
fully (subject of Article 4) each company. Nagy ached 


confirmation of the High Council of companies and approval of 


ge ee 

The Supreme Board of Supervision is formed to out the 
tlhenden tenation. Carry 

a. Supervising the proper i tation of this law as well 
as the relevant statutes, and policies and all matters 
approved by General of centers and 


companies. 

b. Expressing views about the annual performance of every 
Center and company and the bureaus abroad and submission of 
Economy, tbe Majlis, th Assembly concerned, the Council of 

e Miater the Supreme Judiciary Council and the 


sitting immediate reports about any offenses or actions 
to the country, to the authorities mentioned 


Saeie 
. Investigation of complaints and proposals received by the 

e. Supervising the Foreign Trade Affairs of other governmen- 
Or Wier funtion entrusted in accordance with statutes and 
—? . related to this Law. 


The Supreme Board of Supervigion consists of 9 persons as 
follows: , 


a. Prime Minister's representative, as chairman. 
_.b. Two persons chosen by the Majlis from the deputies or 


c. Two persons to be chosen by the Supreme Judicial Council. 
persons from the cooperative and private sectors to 
selected by the Minister of Commerce. 

e. aay person chosen by the General Assembly of the 


f. One person chosen by the General Assembly of companies. 
Article 


The secretariat of the Supreme Court of Supervision will be 
established in the Ministry of Commerce and its relevant 
expenses will be incorporated in the budget of the Ministry. 
Article 32 . 

Every member of the Supreme Board of Supervision will be 
chosen for two years and there is no objection to his being 


we 
dismissal of any member of the Supreme Board of 
Supervision is up to the selecting authorities. | 


Articie 33 

The members of the Supreme Board of Supervision can 
attend fhe sessions of the Board of Directors of centers and 
companies without any vorng nghts. 


Article 4 
Wherever necessary, in order to control the purchase and 
export of centers, the purchase or export of a part of the quota 
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{14 Jun 82 p 4) 


[Text] 


of a cente: 1s entrusted to another purchase or export center, 


subject to the ln, gr of the High Council] of centers or a 
member of General Assembly and approval of the assembly. 


Articie 35 
The Supreme Board of Supervision is entitled to call the 
General Assembly of Centers and companies to an extraordi- 
nary meeting, in the manner which will be specfied in the 
statutes of the centers and companies. 
Article % 
Re ntative Bureaus Abroad, the institute of the Comme- 
rcia) Studies and Research, the center, the companies and other 
state un¥a concerned with the foreign trade, are duty bound to 


submit the mformation demanded by the Supreme Board of 
Supervision. 


Chapter 6 — Accounting and Aaditing Services Organization 
Article 37 


The Ministry of Commerce is authorized to establish an 
Organization in accordance with this law and the relevant 
statutes, in Orde: to provide accounting and auditing services for 
ceniers. companies and the affiliated organizations. 
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IRAN 


BIOGRAPHY OF MINISTER OF HEAVY INDUSTRIES PUBLISHED 
Tehran IRAN PRESS DIGEST in English 8 Jun 82 p 20 
[Text] Born: 1942 

Marital status: Married (1979), with two children. 
Position: Minister of Heavy Industries (June 1982). 


Education: Completed Primary and higher education in Tehran. 1970 Quali- 
fied from Science and Industry University (Tehran), in Electro-Mechanics. 


Family background: Was born in a middle class family in Tehran. His father 
was a high ranking government clerk, who went to France after the revolu- 
tion. His mother was the manager of Nursery Educational Center and was 
qualified from U.S.A. 


Political activities: 


Before Revolution: 1960's while in university, primarily joined Nehzat 
Azadi (organization led by Bazargan) and then joined Mojahedeen Kalgh 
Organization. 1971 was arrested by SAVAK and was imprisoned up to 1978, 

In prison he was politically associated with Pajaie (ex prime Minister) and 
as the result of this friendship he left Marxist Faction of Mojahedeen and 
joined its Islamic faction. 


After Revolution: Was one of the founders of Revolutionary Islamic Mojahedeen 
Group and staged an extensive struggle against the provisional Government led 
by Bazargan and then continued his opposition to Bani Sadr. He was also one 
of the commanders of Revolutionary Group (Sepah Pasdaran) in its outset. 


Career: 1980 in Rajaie's cabinet he became Minister without portfolio. 
Although approved by Bani Sadr for the above post, he was always strongly 
opposed to Bani Sadr's policies. After Rajaie, he kept his post in Bahonar, 
Kani and Mousavi cabinets. For a short period he was governments spokesman. 
Since the war he has been in charge of economic affairs. 1981 During Ameri- 
can hostage crisis he played an important role in negotiations. He is still 
in charge of financial dealings of that affair. 


Languages: English, little Arabic. 


Travels: Arab countries, North Africa and Europe. 
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IRAN 


PROPOSALS ADVANCED TO REVIVE ANIMAL FARMING 
Tehran IRAN PRESS DIGEST in English 1 Jun 82 pp 5-7 


[Text] The animal farming industry, which underwent a considerable decline 
in the past, as a result of the treachery of economic planners during the 
former regime in Iran, is now facing a frightening death and, unless some- 
thing is done to revive it, it will become extinct altogether. While 
thousands of litres of milk produced by cattle farmers in the area of 
Turkoman Sahra remain unabsorbed by the market, causing enormous damages 
and loss to animal farmers, a slow death is undoubtedly threatening the 
live-stock breeding industry in this country. 


By relying heavily upon billions of petro-dollars to meet the needs and 
requirements of the Iranian society from foreign markets, the former regime 
never gave any thought to basic planning in this field. In the vast areas 
of Gonbad and Turkoman Sahra, which form a part of the country's important 
live-stock breeding poles, nothing was ever done to improve the stock of 
millions of farm animals. 


Statistics relating to the animal farming industry, particularly during the 
years after 1963, present a sad and deplorable picture. While the total 
population of the country increased from 34,278,000 to 39,190,000 during the 
recent five years, the live-stock breeding industry underwent a decline 
between 1977 and 1980, and lost 3,511 heads of sheep and lamb, 184,000 heads 
of goat, and 174,000 heads of cattle. 


The late President of the Islamic Republic of Iran, martyr Mohammed Ali 
Rajai, had remarked at one time that, “last year we imported 1.7 million 
tons of animal fodder", a remark which in itself is sufficient to reveal 
the depth of the atrocity perpetrated by the former regime's economic 
policies. The American-backed regime of the Shah imported between 20 and 
30 thousand tons of red meat in 1968 alone, and this figure had shot up to 
200 thousand tons, ten years later in 1978. In addition to that, approxi- 
mately 300,000 tons of chicken were imported per annum from foreign coun- 
tries, particularly the United States and Israel. 


In the year 1980-81 meat and dairy imports included 650,000 tons of red meat, 
240,000 tons of fish, and 1.5 million tons of milk and other products. Local 
production of red meat is 400,000 tons, for chicken 200,000 tons and for 


28 





fish 40,000 tons. These figures are in themselves an indictment of the 
agricultural policies adopted by the former regime, particularly in the 
light of figures of agricultural production in the year 1956, presented as 








hereunder: 

Item Metric Tons 
1. Mutton 150,000 
2. Beef 30,000 
3. Chicken 120,000 
4. Milk and Dairy Products 2,500,000 


The major causes accounting for the defeat of animal farming policies | 
include economic mistakes of the former regime, increasing poverty of animal 
farmers, growth of animal diseases, and the gradual decline in grazing 
pastures. The decline in animal farming began after the coup of Mordad 28, 
when the former Shah implemented his so-called land reform program. A 
glimpse at some of the newspaper reports at this time, gives an indication 
of what was happening to anima’ farming in the country at large. 





170,000 heads of live stock were overcome by hunger and destroyed in 
Sarakhs. Damages inflicted on animal farmers in North-East Khorassan 
reached such a point that many of them contemplated suicide". (Ettela'at, 
dt. 7.8.1336). 


"300,000 heads of live stock belonging to tribesmen in Moghan died of hunger 
caused by shortage of animal fodder". (Ettela'at, dt. 14.9.1336). 


The excessive exploitation of pastures and grazing land will gradually con- 
front animal farming in Iran with major difficulties". (Ettela'at, dt. 
28.9.1336). 


400,000 heads of live stock in Khorassan are in danger because of animal 
disease". (Ettela'at, dt. 31.2.1337). 


"Each year 450,000,000 Rials are spent on the import of dairy products". 
(Ettela‘at, dt. 24.12.1344). 


'2,000 heads of cattle have been purchased from Britain". (Ettela'at, dt. 
15.4.1354). 


The significance of the above mentioned facts lies in the fact that the 
majority of problems and difficulties confronting the Islamic Republic of 
Iran today are the legacy of the former regime, a regime which heralded the 
advent of the "Great Civilisation" but spent 450,000,000 Rials on the import 
of dairy products only a year after the so-called "White Revolution". It is 
interesting to note that the former regime itself acknowledged its own short- 
comings by declaring that "while Japan has 20,000 veterinary surgeons with a 
population of 20,000,000 heads of live stock, Iran has only 223 veterinary 
surgeons with a population of 90,000,000 heads of live stock". (quoted from 
Ettela'at, dt. 26.12.1350). 








The area of Gonbad and Turkoman Sahra covering an approximate area of 16,000 
square kilometers and possessing 2.2 million heads of live stock, is the 
largest animal farming area in the province of Mazanderan. But the wide 
dispersion of live stock, on one hand, and inadequate awareness of the prob- 
lem of animal health and hygiene on the part of the local people, on the 
other hand, combined to cause the death of considerable numbers of live 
stock each year. Until last year the area was devoid of a laboratory, and 
the most elementary tools necessary to set up a laboratory were desperately 


lacking. 

But during the past twelve months, after a laboratory was set up in Gonbad 
as a result of the efforts of the local government, considerable steps have 
been taken to improve the situation. No less than 2 million heads of live 
stock have been vaccinated during this time. None the less, much more needs 
to be done in the area to help the animal farming industry stand on its own 
feet. The following are some of the proposals made in this regard: 

1. Allow the veterinary profession attain complete independence of action. 
2. Introduce an animal quarantine in the area on a continued basis. 


3. Set up a vaccination center in the area for the manufacture of vaccines. 


4. Draw up appropriate regulations for enforcing better control of live 
stock in the area. 


5. Despatch more veterinary surgeons and vaccines to the area. 
6. Wage a more intensive campaign against animal diseases. 


(Ettela'at, dt. May 23, 1982). 
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ISRAEL 


TERRLTORIES ORGANIZING TO AID LEBANON 
TA231558 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1510 GMT 23 Jun 82 


(lext] A drive to aid the Lebanese citizens and the Palestinians living 
in Lebanon is beginning to organize in the territories. However, the 
dimensions of this drive are limited at this stage. Our correspondent 
in the territories, Arye Gus, reports: 


[Begin Gus recording] The only practical move made so far was the shipment 
of 66 blood rations donated in Gaza. The blood was sent to Lebanon via 

the International Red Cross [IRC]. Many residents crowded in the blood- 
donating station in Gaza but it has now stopped receiving blood donations 
since the Gaza blood bank does not have information about the conditions 
and possibilities of storing the blood in Lebanon. The head of the Gaza 
Red Crescent, Dr Haydar ‘Abd al-Shafi, says that additional rations will be 
sent according to requests from Lebanon. 


Physicians’ delegations have also begun to organize in Judaea, Samaria and 
the Gaza Strip. However, no delegation has left for Lebanon yet. Given 

the inability of extending practical aid, Judaea and Samaria inhabitants 
began collecting money. The Nabulus al-Najah College announced it is 
contributing 10,000 dinars for the casualties in the fighting in Lebancn. 

A higher sum than this was collected from the UNWRA workers, who contributed 
a day's wages for the citizens of Lebanon. These funds too have not been 
transferred to Lebanon yet. 


the fact that the residents are not organized makes it difficult to extend 
aid. The chairman of the Charity Associations’ Organization in the 
territories, Dr Amin al-Kwatib, does not know of any activity. It seems 
that various bodies are afraid to act openly for fear of the authorities' 
reaction. 


The organizing for extending aid to Lebanon, in addition to the manifesto 
released by the mayors at the beginning of the week, may herald the 
beginning of the awakening of the residents from the shock of the war. 

The mayors released a manifesto in which they expressed full support for the 
PLO and rejected its turn into a political body only. [End recording] 
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LEBANON 


ISRAELI WEAPONS TO PHsaLANGE 
Riyadh AL-RIYAD in Arabic 15 May 82 p l 


[Article: "Begin Advises Italian Foreign Minister That Israel Has Supplied 
the Phalange with Arms Worth $100 Million"] 


[Text] Emilio Colombo, the Italian Foreign Minister, yesterday called upon 
the Begin government to take measures to provide mutual confidence on the 
occupied West Bank, citing this as an example with a view towards giving some 
impetus to solving the Palestinian problen. 


At a press conference after an official visit to accupied Palestine, Colombo 
said that the agreement three parties who were signatories to the Camp David 
agreement (Egypt, the United States and Israel) "was not enough since the 
agreement of the residents concerned and the organizations that represent 
them is required." 


Colombo stated that his visit reflected the viewpoints of some other members 
of the EEC. He stated that the talks he had held in Israel had been 
constructive and even friendly although some differences in points of view 
had emerged. 


In a related vein, the terrorist, Menachem Begin, informed Minister Colombo 
that Israel had supplied the Phalange with arms worth $100 million to date. 


Begin also informed the Italian foreign minister "that the EEC does not 
recognize that its support for the Palestinians’ right to self determination 
means encouraging them to establish a Palestinian state which, as soon as 

it is established, will be transferred into a center for Soviet infiltration 
into the area." 


The enemy's radio claimed that Colombo informed Begin that Europe would under 
no circumstances try to persuade Israel to adopt solutions incompatible with 
its interests. 


8389 
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LEBANON 


CAMILLE SHAM'UN ON RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL 
TA201952 Jerusalem Domestic Television Service in Hebrew 1900 GMT 20 Jun 82 


[Lebanese Front Leader Camille Sham'un interviewed by Arab Affairs 
correspondent Ehud Ya'ari in English--Beirut, date not given--videotaped] 


[Text] [Question] Could we expect now that the Lebanese Front will insist 
that part of the bargain, part of the deal which will be ultimately 
concluded will include a peace treaty between Lebanon and Israel? 


[Answer] Actually, first of all, to start a peace treaty, we must not 
have, or we must get rid of all Syrian elements on Lebanese soil. It's 
impossible to discuss any agreement with the Syrians staying here in 
Lebanon. On the second hand, a peace treaty is a very delicate matter, 
it's a very serious matter. We have to, both of us, have to think it over 
very seriously and see what can be done about it. We are, must not forget, 
that we are still part of the Arab League and that under the Arab League 
we are, we have some.... 


[Question] Commitments? 


[Answer]...We have ties with some--commitment--by commitments toward the 
Arab world. Now, on the other hand, I think that some agreements should 
be reached... 


[Question] Between Israel and a new Lebanese Government? 


[Answer] Yes. What's going to be this agreement, whether a peace treaty 
is possible or an agreement, security on the borders, and, so that the 
actual situation will not come back, come again, and Israelis will not have 
to fight another war, another war on Lebanese soil, this will have...we 
have agreed to reach an agreement. This agreement, the nature of this 
agreement, is certainly going to be discussed later on between your people 
and our people. 
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LEBANON 


PERSONAL DIFFERENCES BETWEEN SARKIS, KAMIL AL-AS'AD VIEWED 
Kuwait AL-TALI'AH in Arabic No 745, 26 May 82 pp 24-25 
{Article: "Background of the Quarrel Between Sarkis and Al-As'ad"] 


[Text] It is no longer a secret that a quiet quarrel has been going on for 
some time between the President of the Republic, Ilyas Sarkis, and the 
president of the Chamber of Deputies, Kamil al-As'ad. This has emerged in 
numerous statements by al-As‘'ad on many occasions in which he criticized the 
regime severely and accused it of neglecting initiatives and actions needed 
to cope with the crises the country is experiencing. Recently this quarrel 
took on the form of a challenge when the deputies who support the president 
of the chamber submitted a petition demanding that a session be convened to 
discuss the government's policy and its inability to play a positive role in 
the incidents in Tripoli and the Lebanese South where hundreds had been 
killed and wounded. 


However the administration took a counter-position in which it took pains to 
abort the opposition's plan by instructing its supporters to be absent from 
the debating session thus preventing a quorum and stopping the session from 
being held. When the president of the chamber again called for a new session 
with the same result; only 32 deputies were present with at least 50 needed 
for a quorum. 


This split among the deputies over a position toward the government, and 
implicitly toward Sarkis himself, has aroused great interest in political 
circles because of its implied ramifications on the eve of the elections for 
a new president of the republic to replace the current piesident whose term 
expires on 23 August. Some feel that this is a sign of the numerous 
complications which will surround the presidential elections. 


Developments have revealed that there is an agreement between the president 
of the republic and the prime minister for the latter to remain in power on 
condition that he manifest complete cooperation with the former and major 
preparations to support him in the steps he reportedly intends to take at the 
end of his term. 


These steps involve the issue of the use of the army in the nationalist areas, 
removal of the Arab Deterrent Forces from Beirut and its suburbs and applying 
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political pressure on the resistance movement and developing hostile feelings 
toward it in the nationalist areas by encouraging some forces and local 
Organizations to contrive clashes with it. It is clear that the ultimate 
objective of these steps is to isolate the resistance from the Lebanese 
populace which sympathizes with it and embraces it in the face of the various 
dangers to which it has been exposed since it emerged on the scene after 1967. 


The deputies who urged that a session be convened for a general debate and a 
vote of confidence in the government reproached it for its noticeable 
negligence in dealing with the events in Tripoli, the South and Beirut and its 
suburbs with the result that the scope of the battles expanded causing more 
killed and wounded. The president of the chamber, Kamil al-As'ad, directed 
explicit accusations against the government in this regard and also accused 
the state television department of a mistaken information media coverup of 
events which aggravated and expanded them. He said that Lebanese televison 
had turned into a hostile information department given its haste to show news 
films on the enemy which exaggerated its threat against Lebanon, a source of 
concern on the part of informed political circles. 


The Phalange Party sided strongly with the government in the face of the 
campaigns to which is was subjected. Pierre al-Jumayyil took pains to make 
daily statements in defense of the al-Wazzan government and its policy which 
was tacitly biased toward the line hostile to the:'Palestinian movement and 
the nationalist movement and supportive of sending the army into the 
nationalist areas that would resist it. 


All deputies belonging to the Phalange and the National Liberal Parties and 

the bloc of Maronite deputies were intentionally absent from the two sessions 
convened by the Chamber of Deputies to discuss the government's policy, the 
principal reason the legal quorum could not be obtained. Information indicates 
that the president of the republic exerted efforts with the deputies close 

to him to absent themselves. Also some of his advisers announced that the 
president of the republic was insisting that the al-Wazzan government continue 
to the end of his term, justifying that by a desire to avoid a cabinet crisis 
at this sensitive time at which political disputes were intermeshing in an 
unprecedent fashion. 


Some observesr believe that this heated dispute between the two branches of 
government will result in many complications in connection with the agreement 
to elect a Maronite personage to the presidency. The fact is that in Lebanon 
this election falls within the jurisdiction of the Chamber of Deputies. In 
this context, some observers feel that these developments on this level will 
definitely slam the door in the face of the thrust (which is getting support 
from the United States) to renew the term of President Sarkis for 6 more years 
or to extend it for 2 years. 


However, the danger in all of this is that current developments, whether 
connected with the Chamber of Deputies or with the growing quarrels being 
witnessed on the Lebanese scene, in addition to the Zionist role that wrecks 
all efforts to calm things down, will cause the presidential elections to 
break down with the resultant constitutional vacuum that would wipe out the 
last remaining signs of the integrity of the Lebanese state. 
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The next few months will be pregnant with significant developments and 
provocative surprises that will have a profound effect on the future and 
destiny of Lebanon. The evidence is that the enemy is carefully watching 
everything that is going on and is working to steer developments to serve 

its objectives. The enemy will use its constant threats to invade and strike 
at the Palestinians to the benefit of the plans which have been laid down and 
which are led by Washington and implemented by a number of circles on the 
Lebanese scene, with the Phalange Party and traditional political forces in 
the Islamic ranks at the forefront. 
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LEBANON 


BRIEFS 


EAST EUROPEAN TECHNICIANS--Many East European engineers and maintenance 

men are in the areas of Lebanon under IDF control. These engineers are 
mainly concerned with the operation of power stations. In all cases there 
is cooperation between the maintenance men and the IDF. The two Yugoslav 
engineers who operate the power station in Jazzin asked IDF soldiers to 
make it possible for them to go to Tel Aviv in order to get in touch with 
their families in Yugoslavia. The civilian assistance unit makes possible 
the supply of spare parts from Israel so the power stations can be operated 
speedily. [Text] [TA230822 Tel Aviv YOMAN HASHAVU'A in Hebrew 23 Jun 82 

p 7] 


VILLAGERS SAID RETURNING HOME--In the last few days thousands of southem 
Lebanese villagers, uprooted at the time by the terrorists during the 

civil war in Lebanon, have returned to their villages. Our correspondent 
Gadi Sukenik reports that the IDF is permitting them to cross the road- 
blocks without any impediment and is even giving them food and water. 

Some 2,500 villagers returning home resided in the Burj al-Barajinah District 
of Beirut, which is one of the terrorist strongholds in the Muslim part of 
Beirut. [Text] [TA201214 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1200 GMT 

20 Jun 82] 


1,000 CIVILIANS KILLED IN SIDON--The Lebanese Red Cross estimates that in 
the city of Sidon at least 1,000 civilians were killed and 30,000 wounded. 
The Lebanese Red Cross did not say how it received these figures, the city 
being under the control of IDF forces. [Text] [TAL20010 Jerusalem Domestic 
Service in Hebrew 0000 GMT 12 Jun 82] 


[DF IMPEDING AID EFFORTS--The UN emergency force in southern Lebanon has 
complained that the IDF is not making it possible for it to extend aid to 
wounded civilians in the area and to supply food to refugees. The emergency 
force's spokesman, Timor Goksel, said that on the beach at Tyre there are 
7,000 refugees without shelter, water or food for 2 days already. He said 
the IDF informed him that from now on it would see to the needs of the 
inhabitants. Nevertheless, army authorities allowed UN medical teams to 
enter Tyre. An AP correspondent cites a senior Israeli official to the 
effect that IDF forces did everything possible to avoid harming civilians. 
According to the official, the Israeli Government refused to allow the air 
force to carry out a heavy bombardment of the city and instead charged 

the infantry with purging the city of terrorists in a house-to-house search. 
[Text] [TA120220 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 0200 GMT 12 Jun 82] 
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KEI) CROSS ESTIMATES FIGHTING AFTERMATH--The International Red Cross assesses 
that about 600,000 Lebanese and Palestinian residents have remained home- 
less due to the fighting in southern Lebanon. This was stated by (Franchesko 
Nusaybah), the representative of the Intemational Red Cross in Beirut. 
According to him, in the fights in Sidon alone between 1,000 to 1,500 
people were killed and over 2,000 were wounded in the figlits. In Tyre about 
40 people were killed and more than half the houses in the city were 
destroyed. In a news conference in Beirut he said that the three refugee 
camps in the Tyre and Sidon areas were almost totally ruined and it is 
estimated that about only 1,000 of their 100,000 inhabitants remained there. 
The rest were either hit or fled. The Red Cross representative also says 
that the shortage of water, food and medicaments in Tyre and Sidon has 
reached the point of crisis. He called on the entire world to come to the 
rescue of the civilian population in Lebanon. The Red Cross needs $90 
million for such a rescue operation. [Text] [TA122241 Jerusalem Domestic 
Service in Hebrew 2200 GMT 12 Jun 82] 


IDF HELPS REHABILITATE TYRE--Rosh Haniqra--Ten tons of medical supplies 
carmarked for the civilian population of war-ravaged Tyre were ferried 
across the border by the International Red Cross here yesterday. This first 
IRC shipment augments earlier relief convoys sent into Tyre by the IDF 

on Wednesday and Thursday. The city is now supplied with water and basic 
food commodities. Fresh bread is also being supplied daily by the army, 

and milk powder is being made available to families with children. An 
Israel Defence Forces spokesman told the JERUSALEM POST here yesterday that 
civilian life in the city is slowly being brought back to normal. Yesterday, 
the Lebanese gendarmerie, armed and clad in their distinctive green uniforms, 
were back at work--setting up guard over shops and banks looted by the PLO 
just before they fled the city. Dozens of seriously wounded civilians 

have been evacuated to hospitals in Israel--mainly to the Nahariyya Hospital, 
but also, as required, to the wards of other hospitals further south. 

During a tour of hospitals in the north yesterday, Health Minister Eliezer 
Shostak said that Israeli hospitals are prepared to take in Lebanese wounded. 
lyre was worse hit than Sidon, the spokesman said, noting that Sidon is 
better supplied than Tyre and that in both cities the IDF is doing its 
utmost to provide all the elementary requirements of the civilian population 
in order to restore life to a semblance of normality. [Excerpt] [TA140918 
Jerusalem POST in English 14 Jun 82 p 3] 


SYRIAN, LEBANESE RADIO BEHAVIOR--Damascus Radio continues to broadcast 
reserve call-up codes. Our monitor Mikha'el Gurdus reports that these codes 
are broadcast after each and every newscast. The Syrian radio has similarly 
increased the power of its transmitters. On the other hand, in Lebanon 
there is interference in the broadcasts of some stations: The terrorists’ 
radio station in Beirut has been almost completely paralyzed because its 
main transmitter in Sidon was hit and it only has 10w-power transmitters 
around Beirut. The Beirut Government Radio and the Phalangist Radio have 
ceased broadcasting on shortwave and therefore it is difficult to pick up 
their broadcasts outside Beirut. A leftist PLO ally radio station and a 
radio station run by Sulayman Franjiyah, a former Lebanese president, are 
operating in Beirut. The latter is the only Christian radio whose broad- 
casts support the Syrians. [Text] [TA121128 Jerusalem Domestic Service 

in Hebrew 1100 GMT 12 Jun 82] 
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BELRUT RADIO RUN BY TERRORISTS--Our monitor Mikha'el Gurdus reports that the 
national [Lebanese] radio station is actually operating under the terrorists, 
who are controlling it. This moming it complained that Syria's agreement 

to the cease-fire has increased the IDF's freedom of action against the PLO 
in Lebanon. [Text] [TAl120713 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 0700 GMT 
11 Jun 82] 


BRIDGE BUILT OVER LITANI--The engineering crops has built a bridge over the 
Litani River to replace the bridge that was destroyed during the fighting. 
[Excerpt] [TA152059 Jerusalem Domestic Television Service in Hebrew 1900 GMT 
15 Jun 82] 


BANKS TO REOPEN 28 JUNE--Banks in the part of Lebanon occupied by the IDF 
will reopen on Monday. This decision was reached in contacts between the 
IDF, the Bank of Israel and the managers of those banks. Our correspondent, 
Gadi Sukenik, reports that it was agreed that the banking system in Lebanon 
will continue to be run according to directives from the banks’ managers 
and the Central Bank in West Beirut, with which there is contact despite 

the war. The Lebanese pound will continue to be legal tender in Lebanon. 
The Bank of Israel has expressed its willingness to exchange Israeli shekels 
that have been accumulated by the banks and by local merchants. [Text] 
[TA240823 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 0600 GMT 24 Jun 82] 


U.S. MEDIATION VIEWED--In today's editorial AL-NAHAR says: On the 20th 

day of the Israeli operation it appears from the U.S. mediation--which is 
daily losing the meaning of mediation--and from the plans and settlements 
within the National Salvation Council that it is difficult to include Israel 
as a party in the current talks among the parties in Lebanon and even 
between them and Ambassador Habib. Menahem Begin wants the Israeli opera- 
tion to continue as a way of asserting Israel's independence from the 

United States or as a way of portraying the United States as a full partner 
in the operation--politically if not militarily. AL-NAHAR adds: The Israeli 
prime minister thus returned from Washington a conqueror, without much 
effort, over a U.S. administration which objected to the details of the 
[sraeli operation but approved of the political objectives: The termina- 
tion of the Palestinian military presence, ousting the Syrian military forces 
and setting up security conditions between Lebanon and Israel which will 

not allow a return to the previous situation. [Text] [NC240739 Beirut 
Domestic Service in Arabic 0540 GMT 24 Jun 82] 


ISRAELL BORDER POLICE--The border police are already operating in towns 
and villages in southern Lebanon and keeping the peace there. A senior 
officer in the IDF told our correspondent Me'ir Einstein that more units 
of the border police should be brought into the area in order to free the 
IDF for other missions. [Text] [TA250705 Jerusalem Domestic Service 

in Hebrew 0600 GMT 25 Jun 82] 


EXPATRIATES SEEK TO INVEST--Lebanese businessmen residing in New York and 
South America have organized in order to invest millions of dollars in 
industrial plants and agricuiture in southern Lebanon. Their representative 
has already arrived in the area and begun negotiations with the Israeli 
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and Lebanese governments. The representative, (Muhammad Gandur), told 
our correspondent Hayim Hecht that until now it was impossible to invest 
in Lebanon because of security reasons and because negotiations with the 
various governmental authorities were impossible. [Text] [TA250600 
Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 0500 GMT 25 Jun 82] 


HADDAD INFLUENCE LIMITED--A tacit agreement appears to be emerging among 
Haddad, the IDF authorities and the Lebanese Government to limit Haddad's 
sphere of influence to the area south of the Litani River and to encourage 
the local Lebanese Government to reassert its authority over the other 
areas controlled by the IDF. In an exclusive interview with the JERUSALEM 
POST, Haddad said his policy would be "to establish a reai, legitimate 
civilian authority. Intermal security should be handled by the civilian 
authorities through their police," he said. "The free army of Lebanon 
should not interfere in problems of internal security. Only when specifi- 
cally asked will I send soldiers to assist the civil authorities,'' Haddad 
said. Haddad thought the IDF should not withdraw from Lebanon until the 
last Syrian soldier leaves. "Only then can Lebanon really be free," he 
concluded. [Excerpts] [TA250854 Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 
25 Jun 82 pp 1, 4) 
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LIBYA 


BRIEFS 


LINK TO TUNISIA REOPENED--Last Monday the first direct service began between the 
cities of Gabes and Tripoli via the new land route that the jamahiriyah's General 
Passenger Transport Agency and the Tunisian National Company for Rural and Inter- 
city Transport are operating. This land route is being inaugurated in application 
of the agreement signed in Tripoli last 4 April. /Text/ /London AL-JAMHIRIYAH FI 
AL-'USBU' in Arabic 22 Apr 82 p 6/ 11887 
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SUDAN 


INTERNATIONAL AID URGED FOR REFUGEES IN SUDAN 
Khartoum AL-SAHAFAH in Arabic 18 May 82 p l 


[Text] Dr Muhammad 'Uthman Abusaq, minister of state in the Ministry of 
Internal Affairs, announced in a statement before the People's Assembly 
yesterday, in response to a question from Member Sulayman Mustafa Ab-Bakr, 

that the total number of refugees in Sudan, according to statistics as of March 
1981, was 580,000. He said that the influx of refugees was basically from 
Ethiopia/Eritrea 446,000, Uganda 21,700, Chad 30,000, and Zaire 500. The 
minister underscored the firm obligation to care for and protect the refugees, 
out of humanitarian duty and in fulfillment of international charters and cus- 
toms. He indicated that the latest refugees are pouring into Sudan, especially 
from Eritrea and the Tigray region, at a rate of 100 a day. Moreover, Ugandians 
constantly cross into Equatoria at an average of 70 per day. The minister made 
it clear that there is also a stream of Chadian refugees. He added that the 
refugees are basically concentrated in the provinces of Kassala (297,000), 

the Red Sea (63,000), and Equatoria (107,000), and in the city of Khartoum 
(35,000) and some 34,000 in other cities. Moreover, there are 3,000 refugees 
in Jonglei, 2000 in the Upper Nile area and 7000 in the Blue Nile Province. 

He said that there are 22 refugee camps in Kassala, 8 villages in the South 

and 8 villages in the Suki project. '"We are trying to establish a permanent 
camp some 50 miles from al-Junaynah."" He pointed out that most of Sudan's 

aid to the refugees came from the UN High Commissioner, who had given about 

$22 million up to 1982. Moreover, the share of the international food program, 
during the past 3 years, was about $7 million, while American assistance was 

$3 million, as*de from another 3.5 million to implement projects of the 
Southern Region. He also referred to the assistance contributed by Italy, 
Sweden and Finland, apart from the voluntary charitable organizations in Wes- 
tern Europe, which concentrated on developing the society, health care and 
education. The minister said that, despite the fact that the majority of 
refugees are Muslim, assistance from the Islamic World is meager and is con- 
fined to the Islamic Solidarity Fund, the Islamic Development Bank and Paki- 
stan. He said: "We are trying to go beyond the stage of relief and settle- 
ment, aiming for the stability of the refugees and their participation in 
development, instead of their continuing to be a burden on the state." He re- 
ferred to the fact that there is an industrial project, and efforts to support 
housing projects and create rural industrial production. He also referred to 
the ability of Sudan to take in the refugees and train them, in order to make 
them productive. He said: "We are obligated, humanitarianly and morally, to 
defend and protect them." The minister again called upon the nations and 
organizations of the world to support the aid to the refugees. 
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SUDAN 


AVAILABILITY OF SUGAR, FLOUR DISCUSSED 
Khartoum AL-SAHAFAH in Arabic 19 May 82 p 1 


[Text] Ahmad Salim Ahmad, the minister of cooperation, commerce and supply, 
announced that the country's sugar and wheat requirements were completely 
covered up to next September for sugar and December 1982 for flour. He said 
that many of the difficulties of the past 2 years may have been overcome, de- 
spite the circumstances and the shortage of foreign currency. He said that 
the annual plan set the amount of domestic sugar and wheat production and 
established a program to cover the import shortfalls. The shares of each of 
the regional provinces are determined in accordance with actual needs, popula- 
tion density, customs and developmental growth rates. He made it clear that 
the provinces and regions will receive their share in accordance with their 
location, closest to the areas of local production or the port. The biggest 
number of railroad cars will be allocated to the remote regions. He pointed 
out that regions using land transportation have the highest costs, because the 
railroad does not have sufficient cars. He also indicated that the responsi- 
bility for distribution within the regions and provinces belonged to the 
regional authorities in accordance with the law of regional government. The 
minister said that the Ministry of Cooperation was responsible for distribu- 
tion within the Province of Khartoum, within the framework of national authori- 
ty in accordance with the law of provincial administration. He indicated 

that the following groups had shared with them in reviewing the status of 
sugar distribution: commercial organizations, cooperative societies, coopera- 
tive organizations for workers, the regional cooperative federation, the 
governor, heads of district councils, and "we have created a new 

system as we announced on 1 March." The minister stressed that the sugar 
distribution operation had become completely clear and is in conformance with 
strict rules, through definite channels and names, with complete separation 
between the distributing authority and popular supervision. He said that the 
new system of distribution has achieved an abundance of sugar and has reduced 
the complaints that "we received in the past, despite the fact that there has 
been no increase in provincial shares. On the contrary, statistics in some 
cases have shown that actual needs are a great deal less than the distributed 
share, which indicates that the citizens have become reassured over the sup- 
ply and that hoarding has declined." The minister stressed that the country's 
wheat and flour needs were fully covered until December 1982, with 75 percent 
of domestic production. ''Because of a shortage of domestic milling capacity, 
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we will import 25 percent of our requirements, despite its rising cost." He 
declared that in the near future, a new system of distributing flour would be 
announced. He made it clear that the mills' output would be distributed in 
accordance with shares determined in light of the region's geographic location. 
He said that imported flour would be distributed to all regions for the purpose 
of improving bread and satisfying local milling shortfalls. He pointed out 
that the Ministry of Cooperation, in cooperation with the Ministry of Trans- 
portation, would help considerably in making railroad transportation available, 
especially for remote areas. Local governments will receive and transport 

the allotments and do the internal distribution to the bakeries, in accordance 
with their capabilities. This will result in ample bread. 
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SYRIA 


OFFICIAL REFUTES OPPOSITION TO FAHD PLAN 
Riyadh AL-YAMAMAH in Arabic No 698, 23-29 Apr 82 p 24 


{Article by Mustafa al-Khamari: "Syrian Deputy Foreign Minister Tells 
AL-YAMAMAH That Reports of Disagreemtns Over Arab Peace Plan Are Untrue"] 


[Text] Nasir Qaddur, Syrain Deputy Foreign Minister, told AL-YAMAMAH's 
correspondent in Tunis that it is truly not easy to evaluate the current Arab 
situation. He went on to say: "We are living in a state of fragmentation. 
Disagreements have become more bitter. Sideline battles with no connection 
with the Arab cause have become numerous and have gotten out of hand. This 
situation benefits only our enemies." 


"Despite this bleak picture, I believe that all Arabs recognize this 
shortcoming and are aware of the barriers which obstruct achievement of their 
ambitions. As an Arab, I am optimistic in the future of the Arab nation and 
someday, as reaffirmed by its glorious history, will certainly overcome all 
difficulties and will triumph as it triumphed before. The day will come when 
efforts will be consolidated to employ these efforts and all human and 
economic potential for the wellbeing and development of the Arab nation." 


"The day will come when the Arabs will profit from what they are all devoting 
in the defense of honor and victory over the Zionist enemy who daily grows 
more contentious and tricky. I cannot lose hope in achieving these ends 
because our nation has a past that proves its capability." 


In answer to a question about the last regular session of the Arab League, 
the Syrian official said that it was particularly important and that the 
agenda had covered important points, such as the issue of Zionist practices 
in the occupied territory, the struggle of the Palestinian people against 
agression and the issue of reviewing Israeli force and provocation. 


With regard to the possibilities of holding the Fas summit, Qaddur said that 
any Arab meeting is useful, that there {s nothing to prevent resumption of 
this summit and the Arab heads of state must determine the appropriate 
circumstances and time for their next meeting. 


In answer to a question about the Arab peace plan, the Syrian official said 
that reports that there were fundamental disagreements over the plan of H. H. 
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Prince Fahd Ibn ‘'Abd-al-‘Aziz were untrue; the Saudi brothers had presented 
this plan for the purpose of serving the Arab nation and had proposed their 
ideas with no coercion and they would not reject any revision of the plan on 
which the Arabs were unanimous. 


The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is still and will continue to be with the Arab 
nation. However, lackey writers controlled by Zionism have tried to make 
the peace plan a reason to damage Saudi relations with the Arabs but this 
trick was not lost on the Arabs who recognized how to disappoint Zionism. 
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BRIEFS 


SOVIET ROLE IN AIR FORCE--The Syrian pilot captured by the IDF, Maj (Munib 
Jarradi), disclosed that every Syrian Air Force squadron permanently includes 
a Soviet expert, a pilot by profession, who also participates in the 
squadron's training activity. He was talking with our Arab affairs 
correspondent Aharon Barne'a. Major (Jarradi), 33, said his plane, a 
Mig-23, was shot down by an Israeli Air Force plane while he was on an 
attack mission in the Jazzin area 3 days ago. He was unable to locate his 
target and did not have time to drop his bombs. The pilot said that since 
he was picked up and transferred to a hospital he has received excellent 
medical treatment. His leg was operated on because of an open fracture 
and he is now recuperating from the surgery. Major (Jarradi) is a member 
of the 'Alawite sect, a native of Homs and a resident of Damascus. He is 
a veteran and experienced Syrian Air Force pilot. [Text] [TA111722 
Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1700 GMT 11 Jun 82] 


RED CROSS REPRESENTATIVES MEET POW'S--The IDF yesterday morning enabled the 
Red Cross representatives to meet with the Syrian captives. One of them 

is the pilot who was captured on Tuesday (8 June 1982). As may be recalled, 
on Tuesday the IDF spokesman announced that a Syrian pilot as well as some 
Syrian soldiers were captured. The Red Cross representatives’ visit to the 
Syrian prisoners of war was held less than 24 hours after their capture. 

The prisoners of war were able to send letters to their families through 

the Red Cross. [Text] [TA101440 Tel Aviv ITIM in Hebrew 1425 GMT 10 Jun 82] 
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STRAINED FRENCH RELATIONS--Despite the return of French-Syrian relations to 
normal, there are still a number of indications that strains remain in these 
relations. French circles interpreted Hafiz al-Asad's reception of the former 
Syrian military attache to Paris, Hasan 'Ali, and his appointment as chief of 
Arab Deterrent Force Intelligence in Lebanon as a step aimed specifically at 
France. France believed that the Syrian military attache was appointed to his 
post in Lebanon because of his knowledge of French affairs and the intricacies 
of President Mitterrand's administration. Also, Pierre Marion, th chief of 
French external security held a number of high level meetings with delegates 
sent by Rif'at al-Asad. In circles that knew of the meetings the news spread 
that the basic subject which was discussed at length was the cessation of the 
war of attrition between the two apparatuses taking place in Paris and Lebanon. 
These circles added that these meetings concluded without agreement on anything 
making it likely that Syrian-French "recrimination" will continue. [Text] 
[London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic No 238, 14 Jun 82 p 12] 


BANIYAS REFINERY IMPROVEMENTS--Syrian Minister of Oil and Mineral Resources 
"Abd-al-Jabbar al-Dahhak revealed that his ministry is preparing plans to 
implement basic modifications at the Syrian Baniyas refinery whose production 
capacity is 120,000 barrels daily. The aim is to increase the variety of 
light, good quality products in addition to qualitatively upgrading heavy 
products and decreasing their sulfur content. Although Minister al-Dahhak 
did not reveal any further details concerning these plans, he did say that 
the ministry of petroleum was currently studying the possibility of using a 
portion of fuel oil production in the refinery's furnaces in order to reduce 
pollution. [Text] [Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 277, 12 Jun 82 p 47] 
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